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New York Theatre Week 


The Living Roan- Miller 11/17 .Gilbert Mil" and Donald A berry present Gra- 
hem Greene's drama abow a Ronan Catholio orpl:. who falls in lbve with a married 
man. Barbara Bel Geddes, Walter Fitsgerald head cast direoted by Hugh Hunts. ,Abie's 
Irish Rose-Holiday 11/18, Michael Rose presents a revival of Anne Nichols! 
canedy. Ludwig Donath,Neil Fitzgerald and Judith Paige in cast directed by author. 
eeThe Importance of Being Earnest- Provincetown 11/19/54. Provincetown Repertory 
Wilde's Francis Mimi Randolph...Wedding Breakfast-48th 
11/20/64, Kermit Bloungarden presents Theodore Reeves new play the romantic 
problems of two sisters. Lee Grant,Harvey Lembeck,Anthony Franciosa,Virgina Vin- 
cent eeeSandhog-Phoenix 11/23/54. Phoenix Theatre and Rachel Productions present a 
new musical oe by Earl Robinson and Waldo Salt based on Dreiser's short story 
"Saint Colunbia and the River." Jack Cassidy,Alice Ghostly,David Brooks. 


Digests of Current Week Theatre Reviews 


Twelfth Night- Jan Husll/9/54,. 4 rave reviews for Shakespearewrights product- 
ion of Shakespeare classic. New group performing at 351 E 74 church basement ar- 
ena theatre were applauded by Times,Herald Tribune,Mirror and Post reviewers for 
their lively,fun filled productions Director Norman Peck and actors shared praise, 
Gelb,Times, doubts any Broadway production could please its viewers more. He did 
note an overabundance of horseplay,but thorou-hly enjoyed "Shakespeare-in-your-lap". 
Herald Tribune renewer also okayed the spirited revival staged at times like a Geo- 
rge Abbott comedy, Robert Cass as Sir.Toby Beloh received top billing, but all cast 
were approved,including Laurie Vendig, Inga Swenson,Philio Lawrence,and Thomas Bar 
bour. Watts,Post, marked new group a commendable addit'. to the Off Broadway thea- 
treeHe noted the last time he saw show on Broadway it » . ‘'« nearly so attractively 
donee Coleman,Mirror, recommended talented and enterprising group,and predicted 
that many of company would be seen later on Broadway, 


Future Productions 


One Eye Closed-Bijou 11/24..sJustin Stunr « omedy with Ton HelmoreeesKilgo Rm 
-11/29 Krnold Sundgaard play with Conrad Jer. .,Betty Lou Hollands..The 
11/0. Maxwell A derson adaption of Wilii-: novel with Nancy Kelly, Patty 
Cormack.e Mrs. Patterson-National 12/l- G:.er Johnson and Charles Sebree play with 
music, Eartha Kitt,>nid Markeys.e0n With Show-Hellinger 12/2.Frank O'Neill 
adaption of musical based on William Anthony McGuire story with Irra Petina, Robert 


Wright..ePortrait of a Lady- ANTA Playhouse 12/9 eWilliem Archibald dramatization 
es novel w 


of Henry Jan fer Jones...Lunatics and Lovers- Broadhurst 12/13 
Sidney Kingsley comedy with Denn.: King,Buddy Hacket®,Shelia Boud,~.Hello, Paree- 


12/14. Intimate French revue with Charles Trenet,Hope Hampton, June Richmond. 


Dallas Trip 


Broadway respects Margo Jones because she is trying to help Broadway out of the 
strai ght-jacket,NBC Leoh Pearson reports. She produces at Theatre 54 new plays that 
Broadway won't gemble on. There's so much more good writing than anyt«ly knows ahort_ 
she told the broadcaster. She wants to see a good professional theatre in every 
large town in US. 
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' off Broadway ' 


soph oe 38 will be presented by 
St. John's Theatre Group Nov 18-19 at 
224 Waverly Placesselhe Importance of 
Being Earnest will be presented by Pro- 
vincetown Repertory at Provincetown 
Playhouse for 6 weeks starting Nov 19, 
John F. Grahame directed cast which in- 
cludes John Francis,Mimi Randolphe. «The 
Girl from Samos, a reconstruction of 
Greek play by ida Lublenski Ehrlich 
opens at Labor Temple 242 E 14 Nov 15 
with Richard Morse,Dan Lincoln.The Dough 
girks is being presented by Equity = 
rary Theatre Nov 17-21.Staged by Ever- 


ett Chembers,cest includes Martha Barber 
Joen Chembers,Chevi Colton,Brett Saners. 


Hungarian National Theatre in Exile 
has been organized by Paul Lucas,Lila 
Darvas and Victor Varconi.They will pre- 
sent Molnear's Liliom Nov 2] and Dec 1l 
et Joan of Arc Playhouse, 154 W 93.Arthur 


Bardos,$17 E 79,is producerdirector. 


WNYC willpresent a 30 minute con- 
densation of Originals Only The Chair 
eeePittsburgh Show Train members attend- 
ed two special perfomaences of The Chair, 


well as the Broadway Chapel Players? 


In Splendid Error at Greenwich Mews 
won mild approval of Variety and Women's 
Wear reviewers,though both had several 
complaints. Debates between John Brown 
and Frederick Douglass make the action 
flare brightly, Variety mugg noted, but 
it subsided during lengthy passages of 
political discussion. Inspite of the sp- 
eeches of slogans and rhetoric,the his- 
torial situation has been so earnestly 
dramatized that a frame of melodrema 
exists,reports Kerner,Women's Wear.Will- 
iam Marshall as Douglass and Alfred 
Sender as John Brown were both praised. 


Mr and Mrs. North, presented by Show- 


case Theatre at Finoh College Playhouse, 


was panned by Geor,Variety,as hundrun. 


eeeSlightly Delinquent at Blackfriars 
wes as & pleasent comedy by Var- 


iety mugg,who feels laughs will be solid- 


er when company has mastered its timing. 


Reece 


Vaudeville 


Para mount Theatre presents Jack- 
de Gleason and cast of 91 starting Nov 
17. Art Carney, Audrey Meadows, June 
Taylor Dances, Lou Wills, Jr, Rudy Card- 
enas, Stan Ross, Joyoe Randolph, Bobby 
Hackett are featured in the hour long 
show. “Drm Beat" with Alan Ladd is the 
film. 


‘~e@ Howard heads new Palace vaude 
s} w which also includes Robert Lenn, 
The Tattlers, Ferdinand and Gerri,Lit- 
tle Buck, and The Renards. "Bengal Bri- 
gade“ with Rock Hudson is the filme 


West Coast 


Dircle Theatre will present2 one 
act plays during December. You and I, 
a two character play starring Barbara 
Britton, and The Women With Red Hair 
starring Marie SOrdee annua 
presentation of Henry and Joan Wilcox 
on Nativity Play will be presented Ded 
1-12 at Miles Playhouse,Santa Monica. 
Admission is a new toy for Marine Corp 
"Toys for Tote” campaign.Cast features 
actors in current L.A. shows and film8 


Theatre Record Caments '! 


"archy and metitabel"nusical adapt- 
ation of Don Marquis’ taleswhich will 
be released in Jan by Columbia Records 
was suggested by Chapman ,News,as a fine 
theatre musicale Music by Georce Klein- 
singer is the best,most original and 
most artful show score critic has heard 
since Guys and Dolls. Cast which inclu- 
des Eddie Bracken as archy,Carol Chan- 
ning as metitabel and narrated byDavid 
Wayne is excellent. Producers were urg 
ed to get Kleinsinger to write Broadway 
show. 


TUNE WRCA Ben Gravy 7 30 AM day after 
Broadway opening for quotes of reviews 
compiled by "C.D.™ 


' Green Roan Department ' 


WHY CRITICS TROUBLESseeDrama critics are mich more frequently in hot water than 
commentators on any of the other arte because the theatre attracts an audience 
so wide and so diverse,for so many reason, explains Harris, Chicago News Syndi- 
cate. The theatre is all things to all people. Audiences are mixed in a way 
they never are in a symphony hall or an ert ..seun. The drama critic has a 
dangerous life or death power over the ord ary production. The public must 
be protected from inferior,or fraudulent goods,the playwright and producer 
must be given fair treatment,and the highly diversified audience must be sone-~- 
how reconciled to a common standard of ‘iaste. Harris wonder's why more drama 
critics aren't shot between the acts? 


COLIMN TIPS.eeBroadway buzzing about Elizabeth Lawrence who filled in one night on 
2 hour's notice for Geraldine Page in The Rainmaker reports FarrelleseA famed 
producer of a musical is nicknamed "Lord Pinchbotton” by the chorines, whispers 
Winchell.se.eOlson & Johnson show Pardon my Antenna is rife with backstage con- 
flict,hears Kilgallen,. 


DRAMA MAIL BAGseeNo playhouse in NY is equipped with special arrangements for pat 
rons who are confined to wheelchairg,a Variety reader states.eeTalluleh Bank 
head filed a letter in Times Drama Mailbag explaining to theatre fan who can~- 
plained that her lines in Dear Charles were at times ineudible that HE should 
see an ear doctors 


CRITICAL THOUGTSeeeNY crities seem to have crush on word “oontrived", states Variety 
eeeTheatre industry to keep step with rest of America had better start planning 
on how to capitalize on the growing demand for entertainment evidenced ban, 
out the countryese,In answer to Tallulah Bankhead's letter(see Mail Bag above 
Watts,Post,canments that sane believe that people unable to hear some of the 
dialogue in Dear Charles are the lucky ones, 


ADVISE UNIONeseCitizens Union was advised by Sylvester,News,to forget its investi- 
gation of theatre ticket sales, because when they get into subject of theatr~ 
cal racketeering they are going in way over their head. If the drema editor 
won the job of “salaried full time adminstratur™ of committee suggested he is 
Sure he would be a milliondre before the Sth stage hit of the new season.Union 
or no one else can solve problem of 6 producers fighting for seme house, or 
5000 wanting to get seats for 1571 seat house of Pajama Game. 


INTERVIEW HI-LITESseeKim Stanley and Geraldine Page are two who arrived at stardem 
on the same path and with the seme technique,says Herridge,Post Both underplay 
beauty and sex appeal,and make the stage glow with what they don't say with 
their taut bodies,mute expressiveness and pleading,twitching faces. Both also 


' Pros & Cons by MK ' 


Twelfth Night presented at Jan Hus Citizens Union has a long, respected 
by Shakespearewrights is a lively, fm record of giving unbiased data on elect- 
filled treatment of the Bard's work, In ionseAs newoaners in a field in which 
spite of an uncanforteble auditorium the everyone is a critic,the group would be 


audience can't help enjoying the fine wiser to save its conclusions and sugg- 
comic acting by the large cast, which estions until they themselves made a 
has been directed at a fine,hectic pace. full,unbiased survey of the field.The 
It's only a pityworthwhile production answer is not more-surveys,but more 


could not have been done in a more can- theatret. 
forteble,convenient playhouse. 


advise for hopefuls to show producers what an actor can do,not talk about it. 


NY Theatre ticket problem will be studied by various theatre groups as the re- 
sult of the NY Citizens Union demand of a study of resale ~ethods. Milton Bergman 
of the civic group temed the "regulating" of ticket sales the most succesful farce 
in the history of the NY Theatre. Actors Equity notified the Code Enforcement Auth~- 
ority of the League of NY Theatres that it would not allow any theatres to escape 
provisions of the ticket code by resigning fran the league. Meanwhile the League 
has asked the public to send suggestions to it ‘iii. she object of correcting evils 
which may exist. 


Plays 


All Summer Long end Oh Men,Oh Wanen closedeeeBy The Beautiful Sea will close 
Dec and will suspend Deo 20- 244-50110 Gold cadillac starts Sunday 
matinee anl evoiing shows Dec SseeAnniversary Waltz moves to Booth Deo 6...The Four- 
oster with Pure Cronyn and Jessica Tamy sti be at City Center Jan 19-30...The 
coca Rlcekar Street will open at Broadway Dec 27..eHello Paree revue opens in 
Vyu Dec If with Charles Trenet, June Richmond and Hope Hampton..efhe Grand Prize will 
open in NYC Jan 13 with June Lockhart and John Newland. 


People 


Richard Rodgere presents his own collection of manuscripts of his shows to 
Library of Congress in a brief ceremony in lounge of Carnegie Halleseémerican Acad- 
eny of Drematio Arts celebrates 70th birthday Nov 23 in Theatre Guild Building Ball- 
roan with reunions. Martin Beck Theatre celebrated 30th birthday Nov 11..eKismet 
replacements include Julie Wilson, Elaine Malbin and Bill’ Johnson,and will bé dir- 
ected by Marc ConnellyeeeJerane Robbins left for Israel where he will direct pro- 
grem for Inbal theatre-dence group which will tour US next yearesePhil Baker and 
Bert Wheeler will co-ster in Cops and Robbers musical,and also in a new night club 
act...Noman Nadal,Columbus Citizen,has been signed by Lee Keedick Lecture Burea us 
eeeTan Prideaux,Life, William Hawkins, World Telegram & Sun, and John Chapman,News, 
added to ANTA advisory panel for its international exchange prograne 


Other Broadways 


Saint Joan opening in Chicago delayed several cays due to Jean Arthur's ill- 
N@SSeeeorld of Sholan Aleichem will end tour ir. Philadelohia due to poor business 
eeePajana Cane second company opens tour in New Haven Jan 29 with Fran Warren,Step- 


hen Douglass and Buster West.. 
Theatre TV Notes 


Let's Face It will be presented on NBC TV Nov 21 with Gene Nelson and Bert Lahr 
eeeYou Can't Take It With You may be basis of TV film series made by Screen GanSeee 


The Gioconda Smile will be presented on CBS TV Climax. 
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